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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

ARKANSAS AIRPORT OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

REVISED SEPTEMBER 2014
ARTICLE I

NAME

I. 1.
The name of this organization shall be the ARKANSAS AIRPORT OPERATORS ASSOCIATION.

I. 2.
The official and authorized abbreviation of the ARKANSAS AIRPORT OPERATORS ASSOCIATION shall be AAOA.

ARTICLE II

PURPOSE

II. 1.
The general purpose of the Arkansas Airport Operators Association is to serve the interest of the owners and operators of all airports within the State of Arkansas.  Specific purposes shall be:

a.
Provide for the exchange of ideas, methods, information and experience as related 

to the operation and management of airports.

b.
Promote and encourage the public’s understanding of the value of aviation and an 


airport to the community.

c.
Provide a unified voice for airports within the State to local, state and federal 


agencies and to the State Legislature and the Congress of the United States on all 


proposed or pending legislation relating to aviation.

d.
Promote safety in the development of airport facilities and operating procedures.

e.
Support academic endeavors of the membership and the aviation educational 


programs within the State of Arkansas.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

III.1
Classes of Membership.  The Membership in the AAOA shall be comprised of four classes:  Regular, Associate, Corporate, and Honorary.

III. 2.
Regular Membership.  Membership in the AAOA shall consist of Airports rather than individuals.  Airports shall include all public use airports in the State of Arkansas.  Membership in the AAOA shall be open to persons exercising active responsibility for management or administration of a public airport in the State of Arkansas and Airport Board/Authority/Commission members and responsible government officials or elected officials of municipalities or counties who own or operate public use airports in the State of Arkansas.  A member airport shall have one vote in matters of the AAOA, but may send as many persons to the meeting as they may desire, with one person designated as a voting member and one other as an alternate.  Only Regular members are eligible to vote.

III. 3.
Associate Membership.  Associate membership shall be open to those individuals not qualified for membership in any other membership category, but with professional interest in airports and aviation in the State of Arkansas.  Associate membership shall not have voting privileges.

III. 4.  Corporate Membership.  Any corporation or commercial enterprise having an interest in this organization and/or in the airport and aviation industry is eligible for membership.  Corporate membership does not include voting privileges, with the exception of three corporate members that are elected to the Board of Directors.

III. 5.  Honorary Membership.  Honorary membership shall be afforded to those individuals deemed appropriate by a majority vote of the AAOA Board of Directors.  Honorary members shall not have voting privileges.  Honorary membership will pay member rates for the conferences.   Honorary members will not be charged annual dues.
III. 6.  New Memberships.  All new memberships shall be subject to the following conditions:

a.
Sponsorship by a regular member in good standing.

b.
Completion of the prescribed form.

c.
Qualification of the applicant in accordances with Articles III.1 through III.5 herein.

ARTICLE IV

OFFICE

IV. 1.
The normal business office of the Executive Secretary of the AAOA is designated as the official office and address for the AAOA.   If the Executive Secretary position is vacant, the normal business office of the Secretary of the AAOA will be designated as the official office and address for the AAOA.  

ARTICLE V

OFFICERS

V. 1.
The Officers of the AAOA shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, who shall be executive members.  Each Officer shall be a Regular member in good standing with the AAOA.  

V. 2.
Officers shall be elected for a two-year term until a successor shall have been duly elected and qualified, unless otherwise specified for a lesser term by the membership, or for the unexpired term of their predecessors.  Elections shall be held at an annual general membership meeting at such time and place as determined by the executive members.

V. 3.
The President shall preside at all meetings and direct the activities of the AAOA.  He/she shall call any special meetings he/she deems necessary and fix the time and place of same.  The President shall have previously served as an Officer of the AAOA.

V. 4.
In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall assume full duties of the President.

V. 5. 
The Secretary shall be responsible to the President and shall keep all administrative records of the AAOA and shall publish and mail to all members a periodic report on active members.  He/she shall be responsible for keeping written minutes of meetings and shall furnish all active members with a copy of same.  The duties of the Secretary may be included in a contract with an Executive Secretary for the AAOA with the Secretary having general oversight and responsibility for these duties in the event that the Executive Secretary position is vacant. 

V. 6. 
The Treasurer shall be responsible to the President and shall receive, account for, and expend monies of the AAOA. He/she shall be responsible for accounting to the members at each annual general membership meeting for all monies received and expended.  The Treasurer shall keep all financial records of the AAOA and shall publish and mail to all members a periodic report.  The duties of the Treasurer may be included in a contract with an Executive Secretary for the AAOA with the Treasurer having general oversight and responsibility for these duties in the event that the Executive Secretary position is vacant.

V. 7.
A vacancy caused by the incapacitation, disqualification or other cause of any of the AAOA Officers may be filled for remainder of term as below, except as follows: In the event an AAOA Officer shall leave the employment of an airport, but maintains an Associate membership status, the remaining Officers of AAOA may choose to temporarily retain the individual in the current Officer position provided it is determined to be in the best interest of AAOA; however, such position shall be filled by a Regular member in good standing at the next annual general membership meeting. 

a.
PRESIDENT: Vacancy shall be filled by Vice President.

b.
VICE PRESIDENT: Vacancy shall be filled by a regular member in good standing who may be appointed by the remaining Officers to serve until the next annual general membership meeting. 

c.
SECRETARY OR TREASURER: Vacancy shall be filled by a regular member in good standing who may be appointed by the remaining Officers to serve until the next annual general membership meeting.  

ARTICLE VI

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

VI. 1.
The Officers of the AAOA together with the immediate Past President, duly elected representatives from the five geographic regions within the State, one representative of an air carrier airport, three representatives of the Corporate Membership classification, and one ex-officio member, which will be the Director of the Arkansas Department of Aeronautics, shall constitute the Board of Directors and conduct the business of the AAOA.

VI. 2.
A regular meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held immediately following the annual general membership meeting.  The President may call special meetings of the Board of Directors and may determine the place and time of such meetings.

VI. 3.
A majority of the Board of Directors in attendance shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

VI. 4.
The President shall preside at all meetings of the AAOA and shall serve as an ex-officio member of all duly constituted committees.

VI. 5.
All Officers and Board members shall be elected by a simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at the annual general membership meeting and shall serve in accordance with the provisions contained herein.  The Board of Directors shall be elected for two-year terms; such two-year terms shall begin at the annual meeting in 1997.

VI. 6.
Election of Board of Directors:

a.
On the year that the Board of Directors terms expire, the President shall appoint a Nominating Committee at least thirty days prior to the annual general membership meeting.  The Nominating Committee shall consist of three members who shall select one eligible member for each Officer or director position and submit same to the Officer presiding at the annual general membership meeting.  This slate shall then be read to the membership.

b.
Any voting member may nominate any other eligible member from the floor.

c.
Election shall be decided by voice vote unless a written ballot is requested by the 

voting membership in attendance.

VI. 7.
A vacancy caused by the incapacitation, disqualification or other cause of any of the AAOA Board of Directors, other than Officers, as addressed above, may be filled by a Regular member who shall be appointed by a simple majority vote of the remaining Board of Directors and shall serve until the next annual general membership meeting,

VI. 8.
Removal: Any Officer or Board Member may be removed from office with a simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at a general membership meeting whenever it decides the best interest of the AAOA are thereby served.  Any removal vote must be cast in person.

ARTICLE VII

DUES

VII. 1.
The dues shall be determined by the membership at any general membership meeting.  With the adoption of this constitution, dues shall be in accordance with the following schedule.

a.
Regular Memberships:
(1)
Dues shall be $55.00 per year for each General Aviation Airport which

includes one representative, plus $15.00 per year for each individual.

(2)
Dues shall be $125.00 per year for each Part 139 Certificated Airport 




Which includes one representative, plus $15.00 per year for each 





individual.

b.
Associate Memberships:  Dues shall be $30.00 per year for each individual.

c.
Corporate Memberships:  Dues shall be $100.00 per year for each corporation which includes one representative, plus $30.00 per year for each additional individual. 
VII. 2.
The dues are payable on January 1 of each calendar year or upon invoice.  All dues shall be on an annual calendar basis.  If dues remain outstanding for sixty days of the due date, membership shall be forfeited.  First year (new) members, who submit application and dues in the last quarter of the year, shall be considered to have paid dues for the following year.

ARTICLE VIII

MEETINGS

VIII.1.  The frequency of general membership meetings shall be determined by the Board of Directors except that a minimum of one (1) general membership meeting shall be held annually.  A simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at general membership meetings shall be sufficient to approve actions under consideration unless a greater majority vote is specified herein or in duly adopted By-Laws.  Each airport shall be entitled to one (1) vote on matters of business to come before the AAOA at general membership meetings and Board of Directors meetings.

a.  
Reference to 'a simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at general membership meetings shall constitute a quorum' means the voting membership in attendance at a general membership meeting, provided the  membership is notified of the meeting at least 30 days prior to the meeting date.   However, in the event of an emergency, as declared by the President, twenty four (24) hour notice is required.

b.  
Reference to 'a simple majority vote of the Board of Directors in attendance shall constitute a quorum' means the Board of Directors in attendance at a meeting, provided  the Board of Directors are notified of the meeting at least 5 days prior to the meeting date.  However, in the event of an emergency, as declared by the President, twenty four (24) hour notice is required.
ARTICLE IX

COMMITTEES

IX. 1.
The President shall appoint standing committees, as needed, and name the members thereof for a period not to exceed the President’s unexpired term.  The standing committees may consist of, but not limited to, the following:

a.
Membership Committee

b. 
Legislative Committee

c.
Awards Committee

d.
General Aviation/Part 139 Certificated Committee

e.
Seminar/Meeting Committees

f.
Task Force Committee

g.
Airport Relations Committee

h.
Information Committee

I.
ARFF (Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting)

ARTICLE X

COMPENSATION

X.1
Compensation.  None of the Board of Directors shall be paid any compensation for their regular services to AAOA.  However, if approved by the Board of Directors in advance, the Officers, Directors and members may be compensated for reasonable and necessary out-of-pocket expenses in attending conferences or meetings as an official representative of the AAOA, or expenses incurred in the official performance of duties for the AAOA as authorized by the Board of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall take the financial status of the AAOA in consideration prior to giving approval of such expenses.  The Board of Directors may contract and compensate an Executive Secretary to perform administrative and financial functions related to and required by AAOA and as outlined in a written contract with the Executive Secretary. 

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS

XI. 1.
This constitution may be amended by a simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at a general membership meeting.  Written proxies of absent voting members will be read and accepted when amendments are under consideration at general membership meetings.  Amendments may also be made by a simple majority vote through use of mail polls.  All ballots received from mail polls shall be retained as permanent records of the AAOA.

ARTICLE XII

BY LAWS

XII.1.
By-Laws deemed necessary by the Board of Directors and the membership shall be adopted and amended by the same procedures contained in this Constitution and shall have the same force and effect as a published part of the Constitution.

ARTICLE XIII

RATIFICATION

XIII. 1. This Constitution shall become effective upon agreement of members to proceed with the information of the AAOA and approval by a simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at a general membership meeting.

This Constitution was duly and unanimously passed by the executive members of the AAOA on the 17th day of July 1985, and Revised on the 11th day August 1998 and revised on the 10th day of September 1999 and revised on the 20th day of August 2014.

This Constitution was duly and unanimously passed by the Charter Membership of the AAOA on the 17th day of July 1985, at Little Rock, Arkansas, and revised on the 11th day August 1998 and revised on the 10th day of September 1999 and on the 30th day of September 2014.
BY-LAWS OF THE

ARKANSAS AIRPORT OPERATORS ASSOCIATION

As Revised on September 2007

1.
The Arkansas Airport Operators Association (AAOA) shall hold a minimum of one annual general membership meeting a year at which time all policies and new business shall be handled, the time and place being designated by a majority of the Regular membership of the AAOA in attendance at a previous general membership meeting.  Details of the meeting shall be planned by the Seminar/Meeting Committees.

2.
The President shall have the right to allocate any period of time at each general membership meeting as an Executive Session.  Only regular members may attend Executive Sessions.

3.
Upon the failure of any member of the AAOA to make payment of his annual dues, and such non-payment continues for sixty (60) days after such dues become due and payable, the delinquent member shall not enjoy the privilege of being actively engaged in the AAOA.

4.
At times other than during the annual general membership meeting, a vote may be taken by mail, fax or e-mail on matters which Officers of the AAOA believe to be of sufficient importance and requiring immediate action by the Members and the Officers.

5.
Requests for membership shall be made in writing on the proper application form to the Executive Secretary who shall forward same to the Board of Directors and shall publish names of the proposed members in the AAOA’s periodic reports.

6.
New members will be admitted to the AAOA after their applications have been confirmed to be in compliance with requirements of the Constitution.

7.
These By-Laws may be changed or amended by any of the following methods:

a.
An amendment can be acted on by a simple majority vote of the membership in attendance at any general membership meeting provided that the membership is notified in writing of the text of the amendment thirty (30) days prior to the meeting date.

b.
An amendment can be introduced at a regular meeting and then acted upon at the 



next regular meeting.

8.
All meetings of the AAOA will be conducted by Robert’s Rules of Order.






